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In this paper we report the first confirmed sighting of chestnut-flanked white-eye Zosterops
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erythropleurus (Swinhoe, 1863) from Mizoram and first photographic report from India.

chestnut-flanked white-eye belongs to the family Zosteropidae and is a resident of Cambo-
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dia, China, Hongkong, Korea, Democratic People’'s Republic of Korea, Laos, Myanmar, Russia,
Thailand and Vietnam. In the Indian Sub-continent this is the only sighting report for this

species and details of sightings and habitat are discussed.
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Chestnut-flanked  white-eye  Zosterops
erythropleurus (Swinhoe, 1863) belongs to the
family Zosteropidae. This diverse old world pas-
serine family constitute a group of small, gre-
garious, arboreal birds having a wide range of
distribution occupying tropical, sub-tropical and
temperate Sub-Saharan Africa, southern and
eastern Asia, Australasia and the tropical islands
of the Indian Ocean, the western Pacific Ocean,
and the Gulf of Guinea region.!Although they
occupy wide range of geographical area, mor-
phological variation within the family is negligi-
ble, leading most members to be homogenous in
appearance. The member of Zosteropidae exhib-
its remarkable uniformity in their morphology
with greenish-olive above and pale grey below.

As their common name suggest, many spe-
cies have a conspicuous white ring of tiny white
feathers around the eyes. The size of this white
eye-ring may differ between species, being

highly conspicuous in some taxa and reduced or
absent in other species. Some species have a
bright yellow throat, white or cream coloured
breast and several have buff flanks.?All species
of the family Zosteropidae are highly sociable
and form large flocks that separate on the onset
of the breedingseason.? Species belonging to the
family Zosteropidae are very vocal, but tend to
have weak rather simple vocalizations that can
be carried far. Zosteropidae are mainly insec-
tivorous, but can be generalist eating nectar and
fruits of various kinds.?

Chestnut-flanked white-eye Z. erythropleurus
is a resident of Cambodia, China, Hongkong, Ko-
rea, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Laos,
Myanmar, Russia, Thailand and Vietnam.?Ot-
gonbayar et al.* also reported the first sighting of
Z. erythropleurus from Mongolia.

This report put forward and confirmed the
presence of chestnut-flanked white-eye Z.
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Figure 2 | Chestnut-flanked white eye Z. erythropleurus at Murlen National Park.
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erythropleurus in Mizoram and also the first pho-
tographic record of the species from the Indian
sub-continent. The chestnut-flanked white-eye
Z. erythropleurus was first sighted on the 6 Febru-
ary 2015, 0856 hrs at a cliff top mixed vegetation
of bamboo and small trees inside the area of
Chaltlang locality of Aizawl city. The mix flock
comprise of two Z. erythropleurus and six Z. palpe-
brosus. The encounter site is at an elevation of
1103.07 m above sea level with geo-co-ordinate
23°45°09.13"N 92°43’20.40”E. The sighting was
not supported by a high quality photograph
which leaves the authors puzzled with the con-
firmation of the species. The photograph (Fig. 1)
from the first sighting was inferior in quality due
to the poor visibility with a thick fog. Two indi-
viduals of Z. erythropleurus were encountered
among the flock of Oriental white-eye Z. palpe-
brosus, a commoner in the area.

The second and third author re-confirmed
the species Z. erythropleurus with photograph
from Murlen National Park located on the east-
ern side of Mizoram on the 16 and 18 January
2018. At around 1015 hrs in a bright morning,
five Z. erythropleurus were seen among the flock
of 40 Z. palpebrosus (Fig. 2) feeding on the nectar
of Leucosceptrum canum (local name: kawi-
hthuang) at 23°38°54.19"N 93°17°28.80"E at an
elevation of 1640.73 m.

The sightings from the state of Mizoram are
only during the winter months which suggest
that the birds are migrating from their home
range and are readily forming a mixed flock with
the closely related resident species of the family.
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